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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 18 objected to because of the following informalities: the claim is missing 
a period at the end. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Daily et al (6076324) or Priluck 
(6076324) either alone or in view of either WO 02/10535 or GB 2049613 (both 
submitted by applicant). 

Regarding claims 1-13, 15-1618: Daily and Priluck both disclose a three- 
dimensional grid panel, comprising: 

a) two spaced-apart substantially parallel grids, each having: 

i) a first plurality (at least 3) of spaced-apart elongated components (Daily 
figure 5; Priluck figure 4 - top element); and 

ii) a second plurality (at least 3) of spaced-apart elongated components 
oriented transverse to the first plurality of components and intersecting the first plurality 
of components at nodes (Daily figure 5; Priluck figure 4 - bottom element); and 
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iii) the nodes of the two spaced-apart grids are off-set or aligned with 
respect each other (Daily figure 5; Priluck figure 4); and 

iv) the first and second plurality of components being disposed in a layer 
having a thickness substantially the same as a thickness of the components 
(Daily figure 5; Priluck figure 4); and 

b) an intermediate grid, having a thickness greater than the thickness of the two 
spaced apart grids, and disposed between and interconnecting the two spaced 
apart grids (Daily figure 5; Priluck figure 4 - middle element), the intermediate 
grid having at least: 

i) a first plurality of intermediate components, each extending between 
nodes of the two spaced-apart grids; and 

ii) a second plurality of intermediate components, oriented transverse to 
the first plurality of intermediate components and intersecting the first plurality of 
intermediate components at nodes, each of the second plurality of intermediate 
components extending between nodes of the two spaced-apart grids (Daily figure 
5; Priluck figure 4). 

Daily and Priluck may or may not expressly disclose that the geometric 
grid components are made of continuous strands of fiber. 

WO 02/10535 or GB 2049613 both disclose space structures/grids 
composed of grid components made of continuous strands of fiber. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the components of Daily or Priluck to be made of continuous 
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strands of fiber because the material is lightweight and has a high strength to 
weight ratio ideal for truss structures. 

Regarding claims 14, 17: A panel in accordance with claim 9, wherein the 
first plurality of spaced-apart, elongated components are longitudinal 
components; wherein the second plurality of spaced- apart elongated 
components are lateral components with respect to the longitudinal components 
(see Daily figure 5 and Priluck figure 4); and 

wherein the two spaced-apart grids each further have: 

a first plurality of diagonal components oriented transverse to both 
the longitudinal and lateral components and intersecting the longitudinal 
and lateral components at the nodes; and a second plurality of diagonal 
components oriented transverse to the first plurality of diagonal 
components, and the longitudinal and lateral components, and intersecting 
the longitudinal and lateral components (Daily figure 5; Priluck figure 4). 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica Laux whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8228. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday, 9:00am to 
5:00pm (est). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jeanette E Chapman/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3633 

/J. L7 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 
02/13/2008 



